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Running Start Training Stipend Program
Applications accepted through December 1, 2008 

Purpose of Grant Program:  


The Chalkboard Project is pleased to announce that $200 - $400 stipends are available for schools and other nonprofit organizations interested in offering Running Start trainings for parents and school staff throughout Oregon.

When parents are involved, their children do better in school. Yet some parents aren't getting enough information about what's going on in their children's classrooms, and often don't have the time—or the facts—to become effective advocates for their children. Ninety-four percent of Oregonians ranked active parental support for teaching and learning in the home as essential to a child’s success in school; 83% believe there is “not enough direct parent support of the learning process with their children.”   Chalkboard Project’s Running Start program addresses this gap. 

The Running Start parent training is designed to help parents become full partners in their children's education. The interactive content covers a variety of topics from "How to navigate the U.S. education system" to "Benefits of Parent Engagement," and is provided in English, Russian, and Spanish.

Running Start staff training contains tools and resources to conduct an all-day workshop or smaller one-hour seminars with teachers, administrators, support staff, and parent leaders. The aim is to educate adult leaders with a deeper understanding of the barriers to parent engagement and how to overcome them.


Chalkboard Project staff will oversee a process review applications and recommend stipends, which will be awarded through the Chalkboard Project. $200 - $400 stipends will be distributed to schools and organizations throughout Oregon’s six geographic regions. Stipend recipients will be announced on an ongoing basis.

Requests for Funding:

Stipend funds may be used to support costs associated with offering Running Start parent or staff trainings, including materials, facility rental, trainer fees, and food, child care, and interpreters for training participants.  Applicants may propose additional uses for stipend funds, which will be reviewed on a case-by-cases basis.  


Stipend amounts will range from $200 - $400, and award amounts will be based on the type of training offered, the number of people expected to participate in the training, the scope of the training, and the supporting services (such as childcare, interpreters, etc.) that will be offered.  Trainings supported by Running Start stipends must have at least 10 participants.

If Chalkboard Project receives more applications than we have resources to fund, we will consider a variety of factors in awarding stipends, including geographic diversity, number of people who will be reached with the training, and diversity and need of the population that will be reached with the training.

Application Requirements:

· Applicant must be a public school (elementary, middle or high) in Oregon, including charter schools, or an Oregon nonprofit organization.

· Applicant must offer a Running Start parent or staff training for at least 10 participants no later than January 31, 2009.

· Applicant must submit a Running Start Stipend Application Form

· Stipend recipients must provide an opportunity for training participants to complete the Running Start workshop evaluation form at the end of the training and must provide Chalkboard Project with copies of the evaluations.
· Stipend recipients must complete a brief survey about their experience using the Running Start materials immediately following the training and must be willing to complete a second follow up survey within one year of the training.
· Stipend recipients must notify Chalkboard Project staff of the time, date, and location of their training and provide Chalkboard Project representatives the opportunity to attend the training as observers.
· Stipend recipients must agree to promote Chalkboard Project and key Running Start foundation and corporate funders as supporters of the training.
Application Submission:

Please submit your application via email to info@chalkboardproject.org or by mail to:

Chalkboard Project

Running Start Stipend

221 NW 2nd Avenue, Suite 210-C

Portland, OR 97209
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Running Start Training Stipend Program
Applications accepted through December 1, 2008

APPLICATION FORM

School/organization name

Address

Phone

School district in which school/organization is located 

Application contact name

Contact email & phone

Type of Running Start training (parent or staff) that will be provided 

Number of people expected to participate in the training

Supporting services that will be provided (i.e. translation, childcare, etc.)

Grant request amount



Questions – Please respond using no more than 2 pages. 

1. What our school/organization is like, including year established, overall description of population and community served.  For schools, please include whether you are a Title I school and the percentage of students who qualify for free and reduced price lunch:

2.  Please provide details about the Running Start training you plan to offer: What will you do, how, when and where will you will you do it:

3. Who will participate and how many do you anticipate will benefit, including the number or percentage of people (families or staff) you expect will be involved:

4. Why this is a good idea for your school/organization, and how will it improve parent involvement at your school:

5.  How you will use the funds:

School/Organization Commitment to Grant Program
If awarded a Running Start Stipend, our school/organization commits to using funds for the approved purposes on a Running Start training to be completed before January 31, 2009.  We also agree:

· To provide training participants the opportunity to complete the Running Start training evaluation form at the end of the training, and to provide Chalkboard Project with copies of these evaluations,

· To complete a short survey about our experience using the Running Start materials after completing our training, 

· If asked, to complete a second short survey within one year of our training, and

· To notify Chalkboard Project of the time, date, and location of our training and to provide Chalkboard Project representatives with the opportunity to attend the training as observers. 

Unused funds will be returned to the Chalkboard Project along with a budget statement.

Applicant’s Signature (typed is fine if submitting electronically)

Date
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