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EDITORIAL

Chalk these up as priorities
The Portland Tribune 1.4 hours ago

Providing more
money to Oregon’s
underfunded public
schools certainly is a
worthy cause.
Allocating those
dollars with specific
outcomes in mind is
an even better
objective.

That’s the approach the
Oregon Chalkboard
Project took as it
prepared its 2007
legislative priorities for
improving K-12 student
performance and accountability among teachers and administrators. The
Legislature ought to give significant consideration to the Chalkboard
Project’s work and adopt most, if not all, of the group’s recommendations.

The Chalkboard Project’s proposals could run into opposition from what
at first would seem an unlikely source – the education lobby. Unions,
school boards and even administrators may fear the loss of local control if
the Legislature mandates ideas such as capping class sizes in kindergarten
and first grade, or requiring greater financial accountability from school
districts.

But one thing school lobbyists should appreciate is a group that’s done
its homework. On that score, the Chalkboard Project has earned its
credibility.

Improving student performance
Chalkboard’s legislative agenda emerges from the group’s three-year
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effort to study and offer strategies to improve K-12 education in Oregon.
More than 100 business leaders, educators and involved citizens from all
parts of Oregon are participating in the project, which has compared this
state’s educational practices and achievement levels to other states and has
identified methods for measuring progress.

The project was funded by five charitable foundations that have raised
and distributed millions of dollars over the years to enhance Oregon
communities, including schools, but now are focused together on greater
outcomes.

The Chalkboard Project’s ideas should not be dismissed by anyone as
coming out of thin air. And the Chalkboard Project’s leaders are not
overreaching with their 2007 legislative priorities.

The main priorities include:

• Creating early learning success by reducing class sizes to 15 in
kindergarten and first grade, and by providing tutors to third-graders who
are not reading at grade level.

• Ensuring educator excellence by providing mentors to new teachers and
administrators, and by linking staff training to student achievement.

• Saving money through better financial practices. This would include
changing state school transportation funding to encourage greater school-
busing efficiency and monitoring districts’ financial practices.

• Providing not only better school funding, but guaranteed levels of
funding per student. This final recommendation is vital because it can
establish a baseline for the future, giving legislators a school-funding
starting point during each budget cycle.

Tie outcomes to funding
We understand why the Chalkboard Project’s initiatives may cause

uneasiness among school boards, unions and administrators. Mandates
from Salem do erode local control.

But the day is long gone when Oregon school districts had such control.
Like it or not, that all changed with Measure 5 in 1990.

The Chalkboard Project is advocating that its legislative priorities be
accomplished within Gov. Ted Kulongoski’s proposed school budget of
$6.06 billion – an amount 14 percent higher than current spending.

We believe the Chalkboard priorities represent a fair deal for taxpayers.
Schools will receive more, but they also will be asked to do more to improve
student performance and financial accountability.

The bottom line result? Oregon’s students will receive a much better
education.
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